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What is a 9 Iron Golf Club? A 9 iron club is listed among the short iron category of golf clubs. The 9 Iron has a short shaft and a high-mass clubhead. It is known for its versatility and can bail golfers out of trouble when they need a club to hit from a short distance. 9 Iron Golf Club Specs Used forShort distances Distance132 yards Loft41°
Length35.5" MaterialSteel Tips: The 9 iron helps to pop the ball near the flag as much as possible. As you improve your skills with this short iron, you will have more opportunities for easy pars or birdies. With a little practice, knowledge of the correct stance and ball position, club placement and swing style, you can use your 9 iron like a pro. Keep
your feet as close as possible to each other with just a little gap between them. This gap must be lesser than your shoulder width. Position the ball so that it is below your sternum and in the middle of your stance. Lean slightly towards the left so that your weight is more that side. This will help you render an excellent divot and a descending angle of
attack. The next step after getting the position of the ball right is to place the club properly. Position the club so that its head is behind the ball and the shaft leans forward. This will help you to produce a good downward strike on the ball. Also, in this position, the ball will be between the ground and the clubface. It will generate a significant backspin
when released and pop up straight into the air. Once you ensure the right stance and deliver an easy and soft backswing, the ball will be spot on the target. Ensure that your wrists are firm and straight while you stay steady when performing the swinging action. Keep in mind that a descending strike and a divot get the ball right into the air and not an
upward swing. The short shaft combined with the increased loft makes the 9 iron golf club easy to master by amateurs. You will also find it easy to control your swing. The shafts of a 9 iron is usually made of steel to reduce clubhead torquing. Short game irons like the 9 iron, help golfers lower their handicap and shave shots off scores. What is a 9
Iron Used For? A 9 iron club is used for the same purpose as that of a short iron. It is ideal for hitting short and moderate distance shots with a full swing or a shot that needs high loft. The club is a good choice for approach shots from about 140 yards inside of the pin. The 9 iron golf club can be used when the ball has to go over tall obstacles such as
trees. The 9 iron is also suitable if you've to deliver airborne shots, pop the ball right up into the air, and want good control over your shots. The short iron can be used when you want a golf club that is easy to master. When to Use a 9 Iron? There are a few instances when you will find using a 9 iron to be really beneficial. One example where a 9 iron
is handy is when you want your golf ball to have a soft landing and not roll out like how it usually does with irons. In other words, when a ball is hit with this iron, it tends to stop moving when it touches the ground because of its high trajectory. The 9 iron golf club should be used to hit the ball close to the flag to sink birdies. The club is quite helpful
when you want to hit the shots with accuracy and consistency because of reduced flex and less torque in the clubhead. The golf club helps to reduce any aftereffects because of mishits. A 9 iron is a good choice if you want to hit a bump and run shot like a chip shot or a pitch shot when you’re very close to the green. You can also use the club to hit out
of the bunker shots as well as to hit shots that rise and fall at a steep angle. The golf club will prove to be helpful if you're a golfer with a high handicap because it gives you good control apart from being easy to hit and master. What Degree of Loft is a 9 Iron? The loft of a 9 Iron golf club is 41° degrees. This makes the 9 iron the highest lofted golf
iron. The 9 iron is a short iron type of golf club. As the name indicates, this club has the shortest shaft among a standard set of irons. In the past, a few manufacturers offered their 9 irons with a slightly higher loft that often went up to 48°. Most of these clubs have lofts ranging between 40° and 48°. There are golfers who have opted for 9 irons with
lofts of 40°, 42°, 43°, and 44° from different manufacturers and have been successful with their shots. How Far Should a 9 Iron Go? The distance that your 9 iron shot should go is usually about 120 yards for males and 70 yards for females. Based on the clubhead speed, your short iron may go a lesser distance of 55 yards. However, the actual distance
that you can achieve depends on several factors. Some of these factors include your skill level, gender and whether you’re a short hitter, a mid hitter, or a long hitter. = For amateur male players, the9 iron golf club will on average go as far as 95 yards, 115 yards, or 130 to 140 yards depending on whether they’re short, mid, or long hitters. Female
amateur golfers will be able to make their 9 iron club go an average of 55 to 58 yards, 70 to 75 yards, or 95 yards respectively based on whether they’re short, mid, or long hitters respectively. Some players have managed to hit 110 yards with their 9 iron golf clubs while a few others have succeeded in making their shots go a bit farther to about 135 -
140 yards. There are also golfers who have achieved carry distances of 150 yards to 155 yards depending on the flight. Average 9 Iron Distance The average distance of 9 iron shot is about 132 yards. The distance rendered by a 9 iron golf club varies from player to player. This can usually be determined by analyzing the swing speed that you achieve
with your driver. If you swing your driver at the rate of 100 miles per hour under normal conditions, you can expect to hit a 9 iron 132 yards. LPGA tour players cover an approximate distance of 119 yards to 132 yards with their 9 iron clubs. In the case of senior tour players, the average short iron distance ranges between 140 yards and 145 yards.
This distance is more in the case of PGA tour players who cover an average distance of 148 yards to 185 yards. Standard Shaft Length The shaft of a 9 iron is mostly made of steel. However, some manufacturers do offer graphite shafts. Like any golf club, the graphite shaft version is slightly bigger than the steel shaft club. Also, the length of a
women’s 9 iron is an inch shorter than the one used by men irrespective of the shaft material. The standard length of a steel 9 iron for male golfers is 35.5 inches. The standard length of a 9 Iron for female golfers is 34.5 inches. The standard length for a graphite 9 iron for male players is 36 inches. The standard length of a 9 iron with a graphite shaft
for female players is 35 inches. A few manufacturers offer a slight variation to the above lengths. They offer a 9 iron for men with standard lengths of 36 inches and 36.5 inches for steel and graphite shafts respectively. Hence, their steel short iron for women is sized at 35 inches while the club with a graphite shaft has a length of 36 inches. The
maximum length of a 9 iron offered by any manufacturer is 40 inches. How to Chip A 9 iron is a good choice for chipping or hitting an approach shot. When you use this short iron, you must focus on getting the golf ball nearer to the hole as much as possible. A 9 iron is a very easy golf club to hit with. Moreover, you're not expected to have high speed
to get the ball up in the air with this club. With repeated swings and putting the fundamentals of the game into practice, you can chip efficiently with a 9 iron. It’s worth keeping the following points in mind when using a 9 iron. Hit your 9 iron downwards so that you’'re able to generate sufficient backspin on your ball when it leaves the clubface. Keep
your head over the ball position all through the swing. Remember that a 9 iron does not need a big swing for quality shots. You must focus on control and balance always. You can also achieve downward contact from your 9 iron by ensuring that your hands are kept past the ball at the time of impact. Make sure that your hands keep moving
throughout the downward swing and that they are before the ball when a contact is established. This will be easier to achieve if you lean your body leftwards throughout the swing. Shorten your swing as much as you can. Use the same strategy as you would do for a backswing. It is enough if your 9 iron swing is half of the standard one. Once you
swing, ensure that the club is still before your body. Avoid using 100% effort on the 9 iron because you must focus on the control when playing shots with this golf club. Swinging with slightly less power using a rhythmic and smooth motion can help in getting shots on line and clean contact. 9 Iron Vs PW There are some differences between a 9 iron
and a pitching wedge that are worth noting. The 9 iron usually has a slightly lower loft than a pitching wedge that makes it possible for golfers to achieve a little extra swing speed with the short iron. The 9 iron offers an approximate distance of 120 yards whereas the average distance that can be achieved with a pitching wedge is around 100 yards.
Monday-Thursday 11am-9pmFriday 11am-10pmHoliday hours may vary Golf club lofts play a significant factor in how high you'll launch a ball, how much spin you'll place on the ball, and ultimately how far the ball will travel.In this guide, we've gathered the golf club specs of various products made by top manufacturers to explain the lofts of all golf
clubs.You can jump ahead to any part of this guide using the following links:Golf Club Lofts ChartWe'll explore the lofts of each golf club in more detail below, but here is a chart summarizing each club's loft. We've included a column for both standard lofted irons and stronger lofted game-improvement style irons (beginner/high handicap clubs). Keep
in mind most iron manufacturers make multiple iron sets with lofts between these two extremes for low to mid-handicap golfers.ClubStandard Lofts (Tour Level Irons)Strong Lofts (Game-Improvement Irons)Driver9°-12.5°3-Wood15°4-Wood17°5-Woo0d18°-19°7-Wood21°-22°2-Hybrid17°-18°3-Hybrid19°-20°4-Hybrid21°-23°5-Hybrid24°-26°2-Iron16-
19°3-Iron21°4-Iron24°19°5-Iron27°21°6-Iron30°25°7-Iron34°28°8-Iron38°32°9-Iron42°38°PW46°43°GW51°48°SW54°-58°LW58°-64°Wood LoftsWoods typically have lower lofts than their iron and hybrid counterparts. For example, a standard 3-wood has around 15 degrees of loft, while most 3-irons have 19-21 degrees of loft.Jump ahead to see the
lofts of these woods:Driver3-Wood5-Wood7-WoodOthers WoodsDriver Loft | 9 to 12.5 DegreesWith the exception of putters, drivers are the lowest lofted golf clubs. They're also the longest club in the bag, with a standard length of around 45".TaylorMade SIM2 DriverThe standard loft of most drivers is 9 to 12.5 degrees, though some golfers go to
further extremes. Keep in mind that drivers are almost always hit with the ball teed up 1.5 inches or more, allowing good drivers of the ball to hit it at a slightly upward angle resulting in additional "dynamic loft."Bryson DeChambeau has famously used a Driver with as low as 4.8° of loft, though his positive (upward) angle of attack adds to the
dynamic loft at impact.Golfers with slower swing speeds and golfers with too low of an angle of attack (like those who swing slightly down on the ball with driver) will typically benefit from higher lofted drivers (10.5-12.5°). Faster swinging golfers and those with a positive angle of attack (creating more dynamic loft) are often better suited to drivers
on the lower end of the loft spectrum (8-10.5°).Today, loft on most of the best drivers can be adjusted by 1-3 degrees in a matter of seconds. However, keep in mind that this will also alter how open/closed the clubface is and the lie angle of the clubhead.Taylormade's SIM drivers, for example, have a loft sleeve on the end of the shaft. This allows you
to unscrew the clubhead from the shaft and reattach them together at a different loft.TaylorMade SIM Loft Sleeve™ Technology - Source TaylorMadeLoft and dynamic loft are highly correlated with spin and trajectory. If you're not hitting the ball high enough or are hitting too low spinning drives, you may want to increase the loft of your driver.
Conversely, if you're putting too much spin on the ball even when striking it from the sweet spot or if you're hitting the ball too high, you should consider a lower lofted driver.3-Wood Loft | 13.5 to 16 DegreesThe standard 3-wood loft is 15 degrees, though you can commonly find them with lofts anywhere from 13.5-16.5 degrees. As we'll cover below,
this puts 3-woods around the same loft as a 2-iron.Cobra RADSPEED 3-WoodThe optimal 3-wood loft will depend on the player and what they're hoping to get from the club. As a generalization, better players and those looking to maximize distance off the tee usually use lower lofted 3-woods. Players who struggle to get the ball in the air, especially
golfers who most often use their 3-wood off the deck, will be best served with standard or higher lofted options.Like drivers, it's slowly becoming the standard from manufacturers to make 3-woods with adjustable loft.5-Wood Loft | 17.5 to 19.5 DegreesThe majority of 5-Woods have 18-19 degrees of loft, but some manufacturers go as low as 17.5 or as
high as 19.5 degrees. Depending on the manufacturer and who the clubs are designed for, a 3-iron often has a loft just between a 5-Wood and a 7-Wood.5-Woods had lost popularity for a while among better golfers who favored low irons and hybrids. Like 5-wood and 7-wood, higher woods had been reserved for shorter hitters who struggled with long
irons until a recent resurgence in fairway wood use.Insights provided by launch monitor data show us that 5-Woods or even 7-Woods can provide better ball flight and spin characteristics for long approach shots even for better golfers.Many better players also choose between a fairway wood or long iron/hybrid depending on the wind conditions and
the dryness of the course on a given day. Higher launching and spinning woods can make sticking fast greens easier than with irons, but these same factors make shots with woods more susceptible to go offline in windy conditions.7-Wood Loft | 21 to 22.5 DegreesMost 7-woods have a standard loft of 21 degrees, though we've seen them as high as
22.5 degrees from manufacturers like Cobra.Like 5-woods, 7-woods can be a suitable replacement for a low iron or hybrid. 7-Woods are more forgiving, easier to hit for many players, and can offer better ball flight characteristics than an iron or hybrid. While they've just begun their comeback among better male golfers, they've long been a staple in
beginner's and women's bags.Dustin Johnson, Adam Scott, Bubba Watson, and Louis Oosthuizen are just a few of the PGA Tour professionals who have recently carried a 7-wood in professional play.If you hit a 5-wood too close to your 3-wood for optimal yardage gapping, try out a 7-wood.Other Wood LoftsIn the past, it was common also to see 2-
woods and 4-woods.2-Woods typically have a loft of around 12 degrees.4-Woods usually have 17 degrees of loft. While these clubs are rare, Phil Mickelson has recently used a super low lofted 5° driver paired with a 12.5° 2-wood on the PGA Tour.Iron LoftsLike woods, the lower the iron number, the lower its loft. If you're getting back into golf after a
long hiatus, you'll notice iron lofts have gotten a lot "stronger" over the years. In other words, many irons, especially those aimed at beginners, have fewer degrees of loft than irons numbered the same in the past.Modern technology has created the ability to make much more forgiving and higher launching irons. These irons, typically used by
beginners and higher handicap golfers, need to have lower lofts to maintain optimal ball flight characteristics.In the chart above, we compiled iron lofts from some of the best golf club manufacturers' different iron sets.You'll see some extreme differences between each manufacturers' game improvement irons and their irons designed for the best
golfers. For example, Cobra's King RADSPEED 6-iron has a loft of just 24 degrees, while their King Tour 6-iron has 29 degrees.Other manufacturers like TaylorMade, Callaway, and Mizuno also have extreme differences in lofts between their different offerings. You probably also noticed from the chart that each manufacturer makes iron sets between
the two extremes, with these sets being designed for mid and low handicap golfers.Jump ahead using any of these links to see the lofts for the following irons:1-Iron2-Iron3-Iron4-Iron5-Iron6-Iron7-Iron8-Iron9-Ironl-Iron | 14 to 16 Degreesl-irons don't really exist today, as they shouldn't because practically nobody can hit them effectively.In the past,
however, it was a bit more common to see them.1-irons typically have lofts between 14 to 16 degrees.2-Iron | 16 to 19 DegreesLike 1-irons, 2-irons aren't that commonly used today. Only being allowed 14 clubs in your bag, most golfers will prefer to have a 4th wedge, hybrid, or fairway wood over low irons.Depending on the manufacturer, modern 2-
irons have between 16 to 19 degrees of loft.Many 2-irons (and many 3 and 4-irons) used today are made specially to be more forgiving, usually having large cavity backs. Many golfers will opt for a "utility" or "rescue" style iron if not using hybrids in place of low irons.Utility irons, like those from Cobra, even have adjustable lofts.Cobra Utility Iron
With Adjustable Loft3-Iron Loft | 19 to 21 Degrees3-Irons are the lowest iron that can be purchased in the majority of iron lineups. Depending on what level of player they're made for, 3-irons have lofts ranging from 19 to 21 degrees.Again, the vast majority of players today would be better served using a hybrid or fairway wood instead of a 3-iron.4-
Iron Loft | 19 to 24 Degrees4-Iron is the lowest iron reasonable for the average golfer to consider playing, though still most golfers would be better suited with a hybrid. Today, many iron sets have options of 5-iron through wedges because so many people now prefer a hybrid over a 4-iron.There starts to be a relatively wide range of lofts when you
look at 4-irons. A more standard 4-iron loft is between 21 to 24 degrees of loft, though some game improvement 4-irons will have lofts as low as 19 degrees.5-Iron | 21 to 27 DegreesToday's traditional 5-iron lofts are 26 to 27 degrees, though game improvement iron sets can have 5-irons with as low as 21 degrees of loft.Except for very slow swingers,
5-irons are a staple in nearly every golfer's bag.6-Iron Loft | 24 to 31 Degrees6-Irons made for better players will have lofts from 30 to 31 degrees, while 6-irons made for beginners can have lofts as low as 24 degrees.7-Iron Loft | 28 to 35 DegreesA more standard loft for a 7-iron is 34 to 35 degrees, but you can find game improvement 7-iron lofts
pushed as low as 28 degrees or less.8-Iron Loft | 32 to 39 DegreesStandard 8-iron lofts are 37 to 39 degrees. More extreme game improvement irons have lofts as low as 32 degrees.9-Iron Loft | 37 to 43 Degrees9-iron is the club where the loft difference between game-improvement irons and irons made for the best players starts to narrow again.The
standard loft for 9-irons is 41 to 43 degrees, while game improvement 9-iron lofts often go as low as 37 degrees.Wedge LoftsNow onto wedge lofts.Mizuno T-20 Wedgelt's common for iron sets to include a pitching wedge and sometimes a gap wedge/approach wedge. These clubs are most often used for fuller swings compared to the highest lofted
wedges.For this reason, it's often helpful to think of these clubs as 10 and 11 irons, as one of the essential qualities for these irons is that they have appropriate distance gaps relative to your 9-iron.Sand wedges and lob wedges are used more for shorter and more specific shots around the green and out of bunkers. Most golfers prefer to buy an
individual sand wedge and lob wedge with appropriate loft, bounce, and grind characteristics for their golf game and the conditions of the courses where they play.When buying individual wedges, instead of wedges that are a part of an iron set, they'll usually be labeled by their loft rather than an abbreviation like "SW" (sand wedge).Pitching Wedge
(PW) Loft | 43 to 47 DegreesWhat degree loft is a pitching wedge?Most standard pitching wedges (PW) have 45 to 47 degrees of loft. Pitching wedges that are part of a game improvement iron set will have lower lofts, some being as low as 43 or even 42 degrees.The difference in pitching wedge lofts between game improvement clubs and players
clubs is far less severe than it is when comparing mid-irons.Gap Wedge (GW)/Approach Wedge (AW) Loft | 48 to 52 DegreesA gap wedge (GW), also called an approach wedge (AW), has a standard loft of 51 to 52 degrees. We've seen gap wedges that are a part of game improvement iron sets with as low as 48 degrees of loft.As the name "gap wedge"
suggests, gap wedges fill a loft and distance gap between a pitching wedge and sand wedge.A gap wedge will be included with or at least be an option to purchase along with most iron sets.Sand Wedge (SW) Loft | 54 to 58 DegreesThe standard loft for a sand wedge (SW) is 56 degrees, with some players choosing to go as low as 54 degrees or as high
as 58 degrees of loft.The loft, as well as the grind and bounce you choose for your sand wedge, will depend on your game, what you plan to use the club for, and the conditions of the courses you play at.If you want to optimize your bag to your needs, it's a good idea to buy an individual sand wedge rather than one that comes with a set of clubs.Lob
Wedge (LW) Loft | 58 to 64 DegreesThe standard lob wedge (LW) loft is 60 degrees, though some players will designate a wedge with anywhere from 58 to 64 degrees as their lob wedge.Most golfers will struggle to use a lob wedge with more than 60 degrees of loft.Being the club with the highest loft, lob wedges are the club with the highest launch
angle. This makes them helpful in getting over the lips of bunkers and hitting high shots that stop faster on the green.Hybrid LoftsCobra RADSPEED HybridLike irons, hybrids have more loft than their wood counterparts. Most 3-hybrids have 19 degrees of loft, while the most common 3-wood loft is 15 degrees.Compared to irons, hybrid lofts usually
fit within the loft range of the same numbered irons. While a hybrid may have the same loft as its iron counterpart, hybrids are typically more forgiving, higher launching, and put more spin on the golf ball.Below we'll cover lofts for:3-Hybrid4-Hybrid5-HybridOther Hybrid Golf Clubs3-Hybrid Loft (3H) | 19 to 20 Degrees3-Hybrids usually have 19 to 20
degrees of loft. This puts 3-hybrids in the same range as standard lofted 3-irons and more extreme game improvement 4-irons.As mentioned above, hybrids have a good deal more loft than woods, with a standard 3-woods being at 15 degrees.4-Hybrid Loft (4H) | 21 to 23 DegreesDepending on the manufacturer and what level of player the hybrid is
designed for, a 4-hybrid will have 21 to 23 degrees of loft. This means 4-hybrids usually have a bit lower loft than 4-irons intended for the best golfers. Instead, 4-hybrids usually have lofts more similar to 4-irons aimed at beginners and mid-handicap golfers.5-Hybrid Loft (5H) | 24 to 26 DegreesThe majority of 5-hybrids have between 24 to 26 degrees
of loft.5-hybrids usually have lofts similar to 5-irons made for the best players, while being noticeably more lofted than game improvement 5-irons. For example, the game improvement style TaylorMade SIM2 max 5-iron has just 21.5 degrees, while the SIM2Max 5-hybrid has 25 degrees.Other Hybrid LoftsA 2-Hybrid has around 17 degrees of
loft.Hybrids above a 5H are typically only used by beginners and those with very slow swing speeds. Many manufacturers don't even make hybrids higher than 5.A 6-hybrid has around 27 to 28 degrees of loft.A 7-hybrid usually has around 31 degrees of loft.Putter LoftOdyssey White Hot OG #1 PutterUnless you're Bryson Dechambeau, chances are a
putter is the lowest lofted club in your bag. A traditional putter loft is 3 to 4 degrees.Golf Clubs Loft Comparison TableThe table below compares lofts of irons, woods, hybrids, and drivers. We've gathered data from top manufacturers like TaylorMade, Cobra, Callaway, and Mizuno.Driver3-Wood5-Wood7-Wood2-Iron3-Iron4-Iron5-Iron6-Iron7-Iron8-
Iron9-IronPWGW/AWSWLW3H4H5HTaylorMade SIM2 Max9°, 10.5°, 12°15°, 16.5°18°21°19.0°21.5°25.0°28.5°32.5°38.0°43.5°49.0°54.0°59.0°19.0°22.0°25.0°TaylorMade P79019.0°21.0°23.5°26.5°30.5°35.0°40.0°45.0°50.0°TaylorMade P77019.5°22.5°25.5°29.0°33.0°37.0°41.5°46.0°51.0°TaylorMade P7MB &
P7TW21.0°24.0°27.0°31.0°35.0°39.0°43.0°47.0°Cobra King Radspeed9°, 10.5°14.5°18.5°22.5°19.0°21.0°24.0°27.5°32.0°37.0°42.5°48.0°54.0°19.0°21.0°24.0°Cobra King Forged TEC19.0°21.0°23.0°26.0°29.5°34.0°39.0°44.0°49.0°Cobra King Tour20.0°23.0°26.0°29.0°33.0°37.0°41.0°45.0°50.0°Callaway Big Bertha B219°, 10.5°,
12.5°15°18°21°19.0°22.0°25.0°29.0°33.0°38.0°43.0°48.0°54.0°60.0°19.0°21.0°24.0°Callaway Epic MAX9°, 10.5°, 12°13.5°, 15°18°21°Callaway Apex DCB20.0°23.0°26.0°30.0°34.0°38.0°43.0°48.0°Callaway Apex19.0°21.0°23.5°26.5°30.5°34.5°38.5°43.0°48.0°19.0°21.0°24.0°Callaway Apex
Pro20.5°23.0°26.0°29.0°33.0°37.0°41.0°45.0°50.0°20.0°23.0°26.0°Mizuno JPX921 Hot Metal19.0°22.0°25.0°29.0°34.0°39.0°44.0°49.0°54.0°59.0°Mizuno JPX921 Forged21.0°24.0°27.0°31.0°35.0°40.0°45.0°50.0°Mizuno JPX921 Tour24.0°27.0°30.0°34.0°38.0°42.0°46.0°51.0°Mizuno MP-2021.0°24.0°27.0°30.0°34.0°38.0°42.0°46.0°Mizuno MP-20
HMB16.0°19.0°22.0°25.0°28.0°32.0°36.0°41.0°46.0°Mizuno JPX FLI-HI20.0°22.5°Mizuno CLK Hybrids17-21°20-24°23-27°Mizuno ST-Z Woo0ds9.5°, 10.5°15°18°Read Next: 100+ Golf Terms That Every Golf Should Know
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